Revised Generic Scoring Rubric - Appendix B
Appendix B: Revised Document-Based Essay Generic Scoring Rubric (February 2004)
Score of 5:
· Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth
· Is more analytical than descriptive (analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates* information)
· Incorporates relevant information from at least xxx documents
· Incorporates substantial relevant outside information
· Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details
· Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme
· Grammar and writing mechanics are near perfect, with no more than 2 errors
Score of 4:
· Develops all aspects of the task but may do so somewhat unevenly
· Is both descriptive and analytical (applies, analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates information)
· Incorporates relevant information from at least xxx documents
· Incorporates relevant outside information
· Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details
· Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme
· Grammar and writing mechanics are exceptional, with no more than 4 errors
Score of 3:
· Develops all aspects of the task with little depth or develops most aspects of the task in some depth
· Is more descriptive than analytical (applies, may analyze, and/or evaluate information)
· Incorporates some relevant information from some of the documents
· Incorporates limited relevant outside information
· Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some minor inaccuracies
· Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that may be a restatement of the theme
· Grammar and writing mechanics are sound, with no more than 6 errors
Score of 2:
· Minimally develops all aspects of the task or develops some aspects of the task in some depth
· Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated application or analysis
· Incorporates limited relevant information from the documents or consists primarily of relevant information copied from the documents
· Presents little or no relevant outside information
· Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some inaccuracies
· Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion
· Grammar and writing mechanics are satisfactory, with no more than 10 errors
Score of 1:
· Minimally develops some aspects of the task
· Is descriptive; may lack understanding, application, or analysis
· Makes vague, unclear references to the documents or consists primarily of relevant and irrelevant information copied from the documents
· Presents no relevant outside information
· Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details; may include inaccuracies
· May demonstrate a weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion
· Grammar and writing mechanics are poor, with more than 10 errors
Score of 0:
· Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the theme in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts, examples, or details; OR includes only the historical context and/or task as copied from the test booklet; OR includes only entire documents copied from the test booklet; OR is illegible; OR is a blank paper

[bookmark: create]* The term create as used by Anderson/Krathwohl, et al. in their 2001 revision of Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational Objectives refers to the highest level of the cognitive domain. This usage of create is similar to Bloom’s use of the term synthesis. Creating implies an insightful reorganization of information into a new pattern or whole. While a level 5 paper will contain analysis and/or evaluation of information, a very strong paper may also include examples of creating information as defined by Anderson and Krathwohl.

DBQ FORMAT

1. Introduction Paragraph
· 3-5 sentences
· State the thesis (point of the essay)
· State at least 3 supportive points

2. Body Paragraphs
· At least 3 paragraphs 
· 5-8 sentences
· The 3 supportive points becomes your 3 body paragraphs
· 1st sentence ties paragraph to thesis
· Last sentence summarize the paragraph and relates to the thesis again
· In these paragraphs refer back to the documents and cite the document AT THE END OF THE SENTENCE (document #).
· MUST INCLUDE OUTSIDE INFORMATION

3. Conclusion Paragraph
· 5-8 sentences
· Ties everything together in the essay (relate to thesis).
· Restate strongest evidence for supportive points
· DON’T COPY THE INTRODUCTION OVER

4. General Rules
· No “I” or “this essay”
· Use transition sentences to connect ideas ( do not write a topic without relating it to what you’ve already written about).

MUST REFER TO OVER HALF OF THE DOCUMENTS
Follow this format and you will do well on DBQs


The following highlighters are to be used:
Yellow Highlighter – highlight thesis statement and main supportive points
Green Highlighter – highlight documents used
Pink Highlighter – highlight all outside information
Blue Highlighter – highlight conclusion

