DBQ FORMAT

1. Introduction Paragraph
· 3-5 sentences

· State the thesis (point of the essay)

· State at least 3 supportive points

2. Body Paragraphs

· At least 3 paragraphs 

· 5-8 sentences

· The 3 supportive points becomes your 3 body paragraphs

· 1st sentence ties paragraph to thesis

· Last sentence summarize the paragraph and relates to the thesis again

· In these paragraphs refer back to the documents and cite the document AT THE END OF THE SENTENCE (document #).

· MUST INCLUDE OUTSIDE INFORMATION

3. Conclusion Paragraph

· 5-8 sentences

· Ties everything together in the essay (relate to thesis).

· Restate strongest evidence for supportive points

· DON’T COPY THE INTRODUCTION OVER

4. General Rules

· No “I” or “this essay”

· Use transition sentences to connect ideas ( do not write a topic without relating it to what you’ve already written about).

MUST REFER TO OVER HALF OF THE DOCUMENTS

Follow this format and you will do well on DBQs

The following highlighters are to be used:

Yellow Highlighter – highlight thesis statement and main supportive points

Green Highlighter – highlight documents used

Pink Highlighter – highlight all outside information

Blue Highlighter – highlight conclusion

